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P Bu terflyers Associg |0n

Non Profit Charity Organization ID :91/11099

Background

Butterflyers Association is a non-profit organization
which provides free legal services. Junius K.Y. Ho,
an experienced solicitor, is the founder of
Butterflyers. Butterflyers aims to provide and
improve the social benefits for our community. In
July 2012, Butterflyers launched a program that
offers a completely free 15 minutes legal
consultation where people could sit down one on
one with a lawyer for any legal concerns.
Butterflyers have so far co-operated with over 20
volunteer law firms to provide such pro-bono legal
services and we have handled over 1700 legal
enquiry cases. Despite our limited resources, we
were still successful in gathering a group of
volunteer lawyers who are like minded to serve the
community.

MayFest on 1 Jun 2014

Objective

Other than providing legal consultation,
Butterflyers Association also promotes diversified
community events, such as a one day trip, a tea time
gathering for the elderly, and a legal consultation
forum. Butterflyers also offers different community
classes for people who are interested in learning a
skill For example, we have been running a yoga
class, a dancing class as well as a pottery class. On
the other hand, some of our clients have become
our volunteers and we have different volunteer
teams up to now.

Story telling Interview on 7 May 2014 for
‘BEST” “Issue

Recent Activities

We have successfully organized several events
in the last couple of months. One of out first events
included free haircuts for the community. The
people who registered for a cut got their hair cut by
a profession hair stylist. Another memorable event is
when we helped to rebuild houses which regularly
needed maintenance. Another program called Each
Elderly Has A Story to Tell (EEST) which is an
event where we had teenagers interviewing the older
generation which gave them a rare opportunity to
communicate without the use of technology. We
believe that there is no such thing as a generation
gap as long as we are willing to sit down and spend
some time to communicate with each other.

Lawyer to provide free
legal consultation to
residents




B BEHERY AR PRAALT - BEH
I THIT T A - &E > AR B
mATM A o A i | P - A2Ep B P ARER o

) N N NI
;%"‘:E%é'ﬁl

_—

Foo ¥R TR AR A R E RS

e PR £ PR G TG AT ehiz 4 o

BELEFPORRALEL S L F2 PR 0F



Prologue

Before we start looking at these stories, please allow me to
tell you a little bit about the concept of this book.

| am a professional lawyer, who is always caught up with
work. | have joined a lot of Community Welfare groups which |
not only contribute money, | also put in a lot of time into doing
volunteering work. Hence why regardless of whether it is work
related or volunteering work related, conferences will be held
nonstop. But | have a will power, which is the saying of “I can do
it!”, and that’s what kept me going.

The other day whilst | was in a gathering with some senior
citizens, we chatted about their past and it suddenly got me. |
thought why | don’t start something called “Each Person Has A
Story To Tell”. | immediately drafted a proposal on my phone, at
the same time, notified members of “Butterflyers”. Then we
started working towards the target together and finally, it
became a book.

The memories of the senior citizens can now be respected.
Students became authors, and there was a collaboration of
teachers, nurses, social workers and the families of those senior
citizens who all had faith in the same saying of “I can do it!”

With our combined efforts, | hope that these stories will
affect other peoples’ lives and have everyone saying “l can do it!”
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Ms Wong Ng 92 years old
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Cho Ho Ming (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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The fight scenes of the Japanese army were so horrible
that I wake up almost every night thinking about them. In
particular, there was one occasion where I witnessed the airport
being bombed by the Japanese air force. In addition to my fear, I
saw how my neighbors’ heads were being chopped off and there
was blood splattered all over the ground. We had no food, and
that was the punishment when you tried to fight back or rebel
against the Japanese army. We all just wanted to survive, but they

rejected us.
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Chan Fong Yim Ha 86 years old
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Cho Ho Ming (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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Like many other interviewees, the most unforgettable
experience was the Japanese’s occupation. During that period, we
were all looking for rice because we didn’t have enough food to
provide energy. Everybody was kind of in a rush and they all ran
out of patience whenever there was a distribution of rice. My
husband and I supported each other and we went through all the
challenges together. I miss my husband so much and I refresh the
old memories almost every day.

I am totally fine with the benefits that the government runs
for my generation, such as the allowance we get which is
supporting us financially. Therefore, I am not asking for any better
benefits or changes.
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Cho Ho Ming (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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My husband was a gambler and
that made my life sad because 1 was
the only one who contributed to
looking after our children. I was born
in Vietham and I moved to China
because of the war. However, years
later, when the war also came to
China and my uncle got into financial
trouble and I had to leave China
again although I didn’t want to.
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My final destination was Hong Kong where I worked in a
hardware store. I believe that the government should propose a
better policy system for citizens especially with price inflation
getting crazy. I think the government should do something to

balance this situation.
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After this wvisit, I realised that the life of the

elderly was really difficult.

Most of them do not
even have enough money to buy rice.

However,

our generation only know how to “look for a bone in

an egg’.

We don’t know how to cherish and we

should appreciate the resources we have now.
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Chan Hot Wai (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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I didn’t attend college much when I was young, so I got my
first job at a hardware manufacturing factory which didn’t
require any level of education. The factory produced a
diversity of tableware to be used in restaurants. Although work
was tough, I never thought about giving it up. My boss asked
me to go back after I retired, but I refused. I don’t know how to
describe the feelings inside my heart, but my experiences at

work were unforgettable.

The bad thing about today’s society is that people refuse to
work together and they all have their own agenda. I understand
that it is not easy for everyone to understand each other’s views,
so I am asking for nothing now and I am glad that I a couple of
grandsons so I am totally satisfied with my current condition..
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Mr Kswok Yin 81 years old
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Chan Hoi Wait ( Interview , Chinese Writing)
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I was a woodworker when I was young. Being a woodworker
wasn’t as easy as people thought as it required a lot of physical
strength. My company was a boat manufacturing factory, so I
had been building boats and people would often see them in the
ocean. I met a bunch of good friends whilst working there, so
we created a lot of good memories that was essential in my life
during the later years.
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Mr Lam Wah Yuk 74 years old
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Chan Hot Wai (Interview, Chinese Writing)
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I was an apprentice learning to weave clothes. Being an
apprentice was tough but what I learnt helped me survive the
tough times and was useful as I was able to apply this attitude
towards every situation in my life. The old days were full of
sweat and blood, but it was also a good experience making me a
better person.

I am not looking for anything more because I am fine with
what I have now. I just want to have freedom and enjoy the rest
of my life.
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After the interview, I feel that the elderly’s experiences
is like a colourful history book. They have a lot of
rich and wonderful experiences to share which
requires our careful attention when listening, reading,
feeling, and giving feedback to them and so on it’s
better to note them down. This time we were very
successful because we showed them that we care.
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Wu Chaau Wai, teacher(interview, Chinese Writing)
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Escaping was a part of my life and I would never forget the
days when the Japanese army was invading Guangzhou. In order
to have food, we needed the Japanese military yen and that had
become a big reason for us to leave. Rice had become so
expensive that many of us could not afford it. Soybean curd
residue was the only food we could have. I saw many people as
well as kids die on the way. The final destination was Macau
where we thought would be a good place to start our life over.
My older sister and 1 finally made it to Macau, but whenever we
look back to the old days, it is memorable and unforgettable.

The society nowadays is much more negotiable. I hope the
government can provide more benefits and resources for us so
that we can enjoy the rest of our lives.
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Mr Leung Bing Fu 76 years old

7 LIy X E.F[v‘(ﬁé;{—%' NI ;};’;ﬁ)

Wu Chaau Wai, teacher(interview, Chinese Writing)

I think the most memorable event in my life is seeing my
children grow up healthily into adults. They are now contributing
to the society and I feel proud of them.

Hong Kong’s population is increasing every year whereas the
land is getting more crowded. I worry about that there may not
be enough space to bury me after I die. The government shall
also pay attention to population size rather than only focusing on
maximizing the lands.
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Ms Chu Chun May 80 years old
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Wu Chaau Wai, teacher(interview, Chinese Writing)
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My mother passed away when I was a kid. Therefore, I
ended up living with my stepmother on a farm. My stepmother
treated me badly, but I left her when I became an adult. My life
was tough and I would never forget it.

I am hoping the government would take care of us as well as
focusing more on giving us housing opportunities. Finally, I
hope my children can live without worrying too much about the

next day.
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Wu Chaau Wai, teacher(interview, Chinese Writing)
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My family were fishermen and we basically lived and
worked on a boat where we didn’t need a house to settle down.
When the storm came, we hid and weren’t able to go out
tishing .In fact, we especially loved the storms because it allowed
us to catch crabs as well as shrimps which always came out after
each storm. Therefore storms were the toughest thing and the
happiest thing for us over the years and I miss the old days a lot.

Now that my children are all married, I just hope the
community would pay more attention to us by adding more
senior welfare.
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Wu Chaau Wai, teacher(interview, Chinese Writing)
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purchase a small piece of land. My
most memorable event was the time
I spent raising my kids.
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The students were very pleased to have been invited to this
Butterflyers charity event. For every visit, every script and every
draft, I saw their progress. Looking at them carefully, it surprised
me so much as to how fast they grew up. We were very excited
about this valuable learning experience. 1 feel that it is better for
them to learn this way, because their mind will broaden and it will
complete their souls. It may even give them a better insight and
perspective of life and society. I wish to thank Butterflyers for
this valuable opportunity, on behalf of our school and I wish
Butterflyers can help more people and fill them with love.
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Ng Kat Wai (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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I saw the most dangerous situations during the Japanese
invasion where there were big explosions and ~ cannons firing.
I was so young, so these memories were buried deep in my heart
indeed. As a result, I wasn’t able to forget any of these past

events.

At the last stage of my life, I hope the government would be
able to provide us with more benefits so that we could live

peacefully.
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Ng Kai Wai (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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I feel proud that my granddaughter is graduating from
University and my grandson is earning money for us. I can’t
believe that I am seeing all these precious moments happen at
my age. This is a good ending, and 1 am strong enough to live a

couple more years.

Many others and 1 contributed a lot to Hong Kong, so 1
think the government considers implementing more benefits for

us to live better.
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Young reporter feeling
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After this event, it made me realize how happy and lucky
we are. There was always wars, disasters, and poverty in those
days and it made me aware that we have to cherish and strive to
seize what 1s in front of us. We cannot let out parents down.
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Chan Sai Lok (Interviews, Chinese writing)
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During the time when England governed Hong Kong there
were bombs everywhere. My back was seriously injured in 2005,
so I retired earlier than expected. On the other hand, I missed
my husband so much. We had gone through every tough
situation together, and I could not believe it when he passed

away after my retirement.

I think society today is pretty much messed up. For
example, the Legislative Council of Hong Kong has always
declined a policy that would bring us benefit. Moreover, I think
teenagers should treasure and learn more when they go to

school.
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After this event, I learnt how to communicate and get along
with the elderly. I deeply appreciate the saying of “an old man’s
sayings are seldom untrue” Even though I have had no such
experience before, I knew that I had to be aware of such things
when visiting the elderly. This experience brought back my own

memories. I regret not cherishing the time I had with my

grandfather. I wish I can take part in more social service events

in the future, to broaden my horizon.
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Mr K.C. Sun (Chinese writing)

2 =224 €l

F e AL
Z A 5 d3p A
EEEARON G
£

= Az, l}‘?«]""v}é‘éiif-'fr L

REER S ’I’E”é‘%f’?ﬁ‘éf‘ ’L - ‘ﬁ*’fﬁ"i—? ’

1A 'E"ﬁ:i-;-*’r‘r'—@ SR N s fz:j;_ ;ﬁ_ﬁéﬁ ‘g%i
AR Pa- XX B A A AL LB G

I was born in a small town of China in 1940. After I came
to Hong Kong in 1957, I became a construction worker. In my
career, I had participated in different building projects. For
example, I participated in the construction of the Hong Kong
International Airport and the Tung Chung Oil Farm project. I
also married a pretty woman and I hoped to see my wife every
single night because she was my true love and nothing else
mattered. Eight years later, she gave birth to a baby girl but
sadly she has now passed away. My daughter has her own family
now. I lived in a nursery home located in Tuen Mun. I hope
everybody in the world has enough food to eat and everyone
may live in happiness.
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Ms Chan Yau King 82years old
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Mr ]umus Ho, Lawyer (interview)
Mr K.C. Sun (Chmese writing)
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In my life, I've not had much opportunity to study except
for a two weeks qualification. I have three older sisters and a
younger brother, and my father was a businessman before he
passed away and my brother took over his business.

I gave birth to four girls and four boys, and although
my husband is quite wealthy I still worked in a woodworking
tactory. In particular, my husband’s mother treated me very well,
and would provide money to me from the pigs she sold and she
especially hired four maids to assist with the housework. Sadly my
husband passed away ten years ago due to excessive drinking.
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Ms Wong King 86 years old
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Mr Junius Ho, Lawyer (interview)
Ms Angel Chan (Chinese writing)
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Whenever I look back to the old days, I always want to cry. I
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had lived with my husband ever since I was 24, so we walked
through all the challenges over the decades. Unfortunately, my
husband passed away after he moved into the hospital for a couple
of months.

I was sixteen years old. I fled to Hong Kong from China.
After marriage, my husband and I moved from the temporary
settlements to Tar Hing Estate Tuen Mun which to me was a very
happy thing. But good times never lasted. The garment factory, we
worked at relocated to mainland China. We had lost our jobs.
Life was difficult and we began picking up waste.

I have suffered from osteoporosis for ten years, so I moved to
a nursing home because they are able to provide special care for
me.
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Ms Chung Lun Chu 75 years old
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Mr KC Sun (interview, Chinese writing)
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I was born in rural China. When I finished primary school, I

went to work on a farm and met a lot of friends. I migrated to Hong

Kong at age 20, and I worked in a factory as a packer. When I was 22

years old, I dated for two years before getting married and having

two boys and gitls.

The most memorable days of my life was spent on the farm

where I not only made a lot of friends but I was free so I have no

regrets. I hope my grandson and granddaughter grows up fast and
healthy.
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I only went to school for two years and I worked to earn
money to help my family as a teenager. I worked for about thirty
years in a garment factory. Aged 20, I married my husband,
although I had not met him before. I gave birth to one girl and
four boys. Since my husband died young, I was responsible for the
family finances. Now, my children are married and I live in a
nursing home. Nothing makes me very happy, except when my
tamily visits. I long to be able to wvisit my children and
grandchildren, but it is too physically difficult.

Due to her children and grandchildren being busy and
working long hours they visit me less. I hope the government's
labor policies can reduce workers' working hours.
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Ms Chiu Ping Ping 67 Years old
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Ms Jolene Lui (interview)
Ms Angel Chan (Chinese writing)
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Bemg a victim of the Cultural Revolution, my husband
and I were hoping our children could one day live in a country
where freedom is priority. Our wish became our strength to move
to Hong Kong and we made it.

I quit work after I gave birth to two sons and stayed at
home to provide care for my family. Time flies and my husband
has passed away. My three sons are very filial, but due to busy
work, it is difficult for them to take care of me comprehensively;
after deliberation and my consent, they sent me to a nursing
homes for the eldetly.

My sons and grandsons visited me frequently which was
very comforting, my only hope now is for my younger son to get
married soon and I would be very happy.
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I worked for many firms
before my retirement, which included a law firm and an accountant
firm. I did not go to school much, but I did work on my English
skills so that it would become a benefit. I loved my work and I feel
good whenever I think about the good old days.

As a citizen of Hong Kong, we are supposed to help each
other. We should not hate, hurt, or ignore each other since we live in
the same place. I also want to say something about the teenagers
nowadays. I suggest that they should not be using their mobile
phones every minute and should instead, work harder on being
more respectful and realising their responsibilities to their families
and society. By achieving this, they will be able to set up goals
for a brighter future.
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Chan Kin Yip (interview, Chinese writing)
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to an abductor for some money.
5 We were forced to chop trees and
o plant vegetables. If we felt
, hungry, we would pluck and eat
fruits on the road. That is
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I wish my family would come
HEAZRHEPFRF  visit me more often and 1 want
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~When 1 was young, the
Japanese army was attacking our
lands so I was forced to stay
home for safety reasons.
Every time I saw the aircrafts fly
over my head, I was so scared.
After the war ended, I came to
Hong Kong. And I got married
and shortly gave birth to a boy

and a girl.

Everything  became so
perfect without having to worry
about life or death.

I am satisfied as long as I
continue to live under steady
conditions.
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Three simple ways of showing you care is by visiting,
listening and writing, by doing this we can understand the story
of an elderly. By looking at how their expression changes as
they think back to their past, our hearts are drawn to their
stories as they talk about it. Their stories makes us reflect on
ourselves, to how young people nowadays lack responsibility.
Their stories makes us wonder if we really are as bad as they
think we are? If so, then we must change; if not, then we can
continue the way we were. Elderly words are like mirrors
reflecting our bad habits. I wish these “mirrors” will always
give us a clear reflection of ourselves.
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Wars had never stopped especially when Japanese army
was invading our country. While my aunt and I were running,
the bomb explosions were close by where dead bodies could be
seen everywhere on the ground. We also saw how people were
being chopped and raped. We put soil and dirt on our faces as
make up and I still remember this scary moment even now. I
found a tough job later after we left the battlefield. However,
life had never been easier. Those lifetime events in my life are
still giving me nightmares and I hope war is really over.

My teeth are old and have fallen out, but I have no
money to replace a denture, I cannot bite to eat very well. I
hope the Government can help the elderly, so that they can be
enjoying their later years. Homes for the elderly is very good,
but I also want to have more dietary choices.
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Mr Chan Kai Hong 75 years old
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Man Yat Fu (interview, Chinese writing)
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I used to work in a restaurant and I have always hated those
people who rely on connection, relationship, or taking advantage
of someone. I once found out that a coworker was doing a
sloppy job where he put fewer ingredients into the dishes that the
customers ordered. This guy told me not to gossip and we fought
at the end. My boss trusted him and I could not take this
anymore.

There are so many political parties in Hong Kong in which I
think the battles between these groups are slowing things down
Hong Kong. Furthermore, people put criticism on our
government only for their personal interests. I think people
should work together in order to help Hong Kong to move
torward. Also, I hope that the government could arrange more
activity programs for us.
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After joining this “One Person, One Story” Event, I
suddenly realized that the elderly have their own experiences in
life.

It feels like you’re on a time machine, travelling through
their life with all the beautiful scenery. I learnt that memories
can be forgotten, but the past cannot be erased. I feel proud
that I can put in some responsibility, services and feelings back

to the society.
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Ms Mak Sau Yang 84 years old
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Mak Sau Ying worked in a
hardware store for her entire life and it

life became more colorful after getting
married with a man who agreed to build
a family together and they gave birth to
a baby girl where that girl also became
something they relied on.

Her husband was a good father as
well as a good husband, so she is hoping
that her only daughter can marry a good
man who 1s willing to walk through all
the challenges with her until the end.
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When I was young I worked on a farm. Although working
as a farmer was tough, I was able to provide a good living for
my family. The most memorable encounter was meeting my
husband whom I married and gave birth to handsome children,
and life was finally full of happiness.

My son and daughter have their own families now and I
hope they will have a peaceful life.
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Mr Wong Tak Lok 65years old
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Chow Kin Yin (interview, Chinese writing)
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When I was in primary school, I participated in the annual

sports day which I practiced hard before racing. Although I only

came third place over all, I have no regrets as I tried my best. I

would not forget the moment when I received the award on the

stage because that was the most brilliant moment I ever had. 1

just want to live without having any big trouble now and that’s

my wish.



Young reporter feeling

This “One Person, One Story” event was rather meaningful

and it gave me a lot of inspirations towards life. Even though
this activity did not last long, I learnt a lot, including how to
communicate with the elderly and what our attitude should be like.
I used to be scared of communicating with the elderly but I was
less scared and shy after this event when I went to an exchange
program to Guangxi and I had to visit an elderly. My greatest
achievement is that I have become braver for every step I took
towards communicating with people.
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Mr Meng Man Fai 65 years old
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Wong Ka King (interview, Chinese Writing)
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I would never forget that my
wife left me without leaving a word
twenty years ago. It was really painful
to be a victim especially when you
loved someone so deep. Like I said, it
happened twenty years ago and 1
couldn’t remember every single story
between us, but I loved her and this
would never change no matter what.

I am not looking for a change
because I am satistied with my
situation now and I enjoy the regular
meetings and sports days.
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After this literary club event, I have learnt alot. I not only
enhanced my communication and expression skills, I also found
out a lot about the memories of the elderly. There was another
elderly who has bad temper, which I was a bit scared of but I still
made a visit. He did not want to answer any of my questions
which made me a bit helpless but fortunately, there was a teacher
around to assist and enlighten them. All in all, this even
deepened my understanding of the elderly and also improved my
communication skills.
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Mr Chow Tsuen 83 years old
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Chow Tsuen had entered different working fields before
his retirement. In fact, the most memorable working experience
that he thought was working in the construction site due to the
Japanese’s invasion of China. Although the city was under
attack, he earned a good amount of salary therefore he could
still provide a good living for his family.

Comparing to the old days, the society we live in today is
much safer and better than it used to be. We live peacefully now
and we get paid more as Hong Kong’s economy is growing fast.
I am totally fine with my living conditions.
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I was one of the builders of the Japanese War Memorial
Tower delivering when Hong Kong was under the domination of
the Japanese. Those days I was a soil forwarder responsible for
delivering soil. Salary wasn’t good, but we were given rice in

exchange for our hard working attitude. We all got through the
toughest period of our time.

I feel bad for my children because they work long hours.

Today’s society causes us to spend a lot of time apart from each
other.
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Ms Wu In Ping 83 years old
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I was a waitress when I was younger and I mistakenly
broke the appliances in the restaurant almost every month. One
day, my manger spoke to me that I had to pay for an expensive
cup because he thought I didn’t learn my lesson after breaking
so many appliances. I spent halt of my salary paying for it which
was an unforgettable event to me.

One of the ways to show concern to the oldest people in
today’s soclety is to review the governments’ policies about
supporting the older people in the society. For instance, the
government should give away more allowances so that the
elderly could live without asking too much from their families.
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After this “One Person, One Story” event, I learnt a lot.  Our
teacher and us visited some retired elderly and understood a lot about
their stories. One of the most memorable story was an old man
who was not good with his words but actually did a lot of good deeds
for Hong Kong. He sacrificed a lot of his youth and time with his
tamily in exchange for the prosperous success of Hong Kong today,
but he never regretted. Because his children do not have time to
look after him after he retired, they sent him to nursing home. He
met a lot of new friends there and he wishes that he could spend
more time with his children. I hope that in the future we can give
Hong Kong’s real hero more love and care.
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