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Respecting elderly people and nurturing youngsters to
foster cross generation harmony

“Each Person Has a Story to Tell” is one of
Butterflyers Association's annual flagship
projects. I hope that by sharing the stories of
our elders, other folks, particularly the
younger crowd, would appreciate
bittersweetness of life: that success is built
upon hard work and perseverance.

This project also represents our effort to
uphold our belief: - “Appreciating the
worthiness of elders; recognising the
potential of youngsters; pooling resources to
serve the community and enjoying the
process in delivering such service”. I am very
happy that the third instalment of “Everyone
Has a Story to Tell” is now completed thanks
to the support of the persons attending the
interviews. The cosy relationship between
the old folks of Leung Tin Village, the
amiable personality of the owner of the
newspaper stall at Melody Garden, the

kindness of Madam Chow Heung, and the
warm hospitality extended by Auntie Hao
from Tai O rendered the interviews
heart-warming and interesting.

From the stories of the interviewees, we
understand that ‘diligence, determination
and honesty’ are the basic principles that
should be observed by mankind to achieve
success. Young people should seek wisdom
from their elders and build on it to explore
new horizons with diligence and
determination. It is also necessary to respect
and be kind to the elders to narrow the
generation gap, to maintain harmony among
the old and young alike, to love and
complement each other to create a
harmonious home and society!

Dr Hon. Junius KY Ho, JP
Founder

Butterflyers Association Ltd
August 2019
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Background

The Butterflyers Association is a non-profit
organization which provides free legal
services. Our founder, Junius K.Y. Ho, an
experienced solicitor, aims to make this a
reality by recruiting as many high-calibre
and well-meaning lawyers to contribute to
this cause. Since July 2012, Butterflyers has
launched a programme that offers a
completely free-of-charge 15-minute legal
consultation where people can meet
one-on-one with a lawyer discussing their
legal concerns. Butterflyers has so far
co-operated with over 20 volunteer law
firms to provide such pro-bono legal
services. We have successfully handled over
4000 legal cases in the past 6 years.

Objective

Other than providing legal consultation, the
Butterflyers Association also promotes
diversified community events such as
one-day trips, tea time gatherings for the
elderly and legal consultation seminars.
Butterflyers also offers different community
classes for people who are interested in
learning a new skill. We have been running
yoga classes, dance classes, pottery classes
and so forth. Furthermore, young persons
have teamed up to become volunteers, to
put the Chinese expression “Unity of the
Young and the Elderly, Finding Happiness
Within” into practice.

Giftingd Flowerl on[l MosheDay

Recent Activities

We have successfully organised several
events in the past year such as providing
free haircuts for the aged and community
visits to the elderly homes and villages.
Other memorable events include a jointly
organised family carnival day, short trips,
and gifting mooncakes and other traditional
Chinese treats to the locals.
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Alice has been living in Discovery Bay, Lantau since
1988. She moved there because Lantau offers a pleasant
living environment and lots of space as if she’s living in a
resort. Alice is a very enthusiastic and helpful woman
who has been actively participating in voluntary work for

FEiE (FiB605%)
Madam Alice Lee (Age: over 60)

the past 30 years. She initially assisted the Social Welfare
Department in liaising with women in the district to
participate in social activities, and later became a volun-
teer for the New Territories Women's Federation. Alice is
committed to voluntary work and maintains a wide
network of friends - many of whom have also signed up
for voluntary work because of her. Alice believes that
volunteering keeps her grounded and associates herself
with the many developments within society. She will
never be irrelevant and seen as ‘OUT’ (of society)!

As a volunteer, Alice finds her visits to the elderly living
alone as the most memorable and humbling experience.

- Often, the elderlies would not let her leave as they have

so much to tell her. Alice would always try her best to
comfort them and tell them that they should try to be
sympathetic to the plights of their children in order to
achieve harmonious family relation. Alice is full of
positive energy and enjoys standing up for the less unfor-
tunate if situation warrants. She takes every bit of
opportunity to provide them with some peace of mind.
She never - expects anything in return because she
believes that ‘it is more blessed to give than to take’.

Alice thinks that Hong Kong is doing well so far, but she
is a little bit worried that it will get worse. She suggested
that in the past, everyone worked hard to make a living
or survive adversities but nowadays, some people just
take it for granted that they will receive resources with-
out having to work for it. Young people, in particular, are
at risk; they want to reach out for the stars despite not
willing to work for their aspirations. Alice hopes for the
best for Hong Kong. But if Hong Kong continues to
deteriorate she may consider leaving the city for good.
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Madam Yu (Age: 72)
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As a senior citizen, Madam Yu is very energetic and does

not look like she is in her 70’s. This may be due to her
long-term practice of the ‘flapping’ exercise!

Madam Yu moved to Discovery Bay with her son more
than 20 years ago. She likes it there because of the clean

environment, green landscape, the beach, and folks who
are down-to-earth. Discovery Bay is indeed a haven for
young families and children. Also, she could always take
a hike but she rarely does so now as more friends moved
out of Discovery Bay and because of her leg injuries.
Nowadays, she practises the ‘flapping’ exercise every
morning to keep herself in good shape.

The most memorable experience in Madam Yu’s life is
the loss of her husband more than twenty years ago. She
and her husband had known each other since childhood.
They grew up together, went to the same school, and got
married when she was 19. They raised four children and
lived happily as a family. Unfortunately, her husband
died young suffering from cancer.

Looking at the development of Discovery Bay in recent
years, Madam Yu feels that the overall living environ-
ment and safety in the neighbourhood are not as good as
before. The community also lacks elderly and youth
facilities. She hopes that the opening period of the exist-
ing elderly centre could be extended, a new elderly
health centre and a youth centre could be set up for use
by local residents. She also hopes that the police post in
Discovery Bay could better serve the community.

On the subject of nurturing young people, Madam Yu
thought that they are being so well taken care of that
they may find it difficult to stand on their own as they
grow up. In her opinion, adults could be more accom-
modative and tolerable towards the young people and
their actions. Likewise, young people should not resort
to confrontation as a means to fight for any causes.
Together, the older and younger generations could help
build a harmonious community if they better understand
each other’s needs and aspirations.
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BRI (778%)
Madam Poon (Age: 77)

Madam Poon is a Cantonese opera enthusiast. She was
introduced to Cantonese opera singing by a friend from
her church in 1999 and loved it since. Nowadays, she
practises 2 or 3 times at a Cantonese opera club in Shen-
zhen every week. She is best at portraying the male
character in her singing performance and her title song is
“Pi Pa Xing”. As she said, practising Cantonese opera
singing and performing on stage are satisfying experi-
ence.

As an elderly, Madam Poon thinks that having many

_ friends around is important. Elderlies should not just

stay home, but should go out or travel, grooming
themselves so as to look neat and vigorous, and also to
think positively. She has a positive mindset and believes
that Hong Kong will continue to grow for the better.
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2Rk (885%)
Madam Kwok (Age: 88)

Madam Kwok was born to a poor family and a native of
Tai- O. Back then during WW2, her family hardly had
enough to feed themselves, and she had no choice but to
get married at the age of 15 to a 17-year-old young man
from a well-off family. She gave birth to her first child at
the age of 19 and had 8 more children subsequently. As a
wife, she took care of all household chores for the entire
family and life was so harsh for her that she often cried
in the middle of the night.

At 37, she became a widow and left Tai O hoping to start
a boat business in Aberdeen. However, things didn't
work out the way she wanted. She ended up taking up 3
to 4 jobs at the same time, including making plastic flow-
ers-and other hard labour with income merely enough to
feed her family. Life improved later when the family
moved to a squatter house at Kowloon Bay and subse-
quently to a flat at the Sau Mou Ping public housing
estate.

Whilst the family settled in their new home, Madam
Kwok started up an aquarium store with her eldest
daughter. The business was labour intensive but profit-
able, and she was able to adequately provide for her
children with income generated from the business. She
retired at the age of 60 and now enjoys the company of a
big family including 23 grandchildren and 13
great-grandchildren.

‘Every cloud has a silver lining’ best described the life of
Madam Kwok. Her early years may be tough, but she
never complains about her unfortunate encounters. She
believes that everyone, should always adopt an open
mind and a rational attitude in order to build a harmoni-
ous rapport among them or to sort out their differences.
She also advises her children that they should not be
greedy, and should be thankful for any courtesy extend-
ed to them by others. Madam Kwok was thankful for
what she has achieved as a single mother, and she was
proud to be awarded one of the ‘Best Moms’ by TVB
some years ago.

Nowadays, Madam Kwok remains active in helping one
of her daughters running the ‘Three Lanterns’ Teahouse,
at a stile house inherited from her husband’s family in Tai
O. As a native of Tai O, she hopes to contribute to the
promotion of the legacy of the fishing village. She also
hopes for a better future for Hong Kong and that the
economy will improve so that more job opportunities
will be available to young people.
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Uncle Wong (Age: 81)
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Uncle Wong is a native of Tai O fishing village. He
catches shrimps and fish for a living as other folks in Tai
O did. When he was young, his father was bullied and
abused by the Japanese army, which eventually took his
father’s life. His uncle then raised him whereas his sister
was taken care of by their auntie.

He recalled that life was difficult in the 1950s. Women
workers earned only $3 per day for breaking stones and
children did not have the opportunity to attend school.
In 1958, Uncle Wong left home for work in Hong Kong.
By referral of a friend, he secured a job onboard a cargo
ship owned by the Kowloon Wharf Company making
$140 per month excluding meal subsidy. Later he bought
his boat to operate warehouse and freight forwarding
business. When he got his boat owner’s licence, he
returned to Tai O to operate Kaito business and later
extended the service to Cheung Chau and Macau. Uncle
Wong was grateful to his clients who did not charge
kickbacks, thus making his business viable and
profitable.

Uncle Wong has been living in a stile house since birth.

" He recalled that folks only had to pay the government

licence fee of $5 per year to live in a stile house. Now, the
fee has increased, but the facilities have also improved.
For example, there were no flushing toilets in the past,
but now they do, which greatly improves the sanitary
conditions in the stilt house complex. He is at present
living alone in his own stile house, and only one of his
five children still lives in Tai O. Uncle Wong understands
that his children have their own families to look after
and therefore does not expect them to take care of him.
In his spare time, he enjoys a walk in the fishing village,
chatting with old friends and having a meal at a local
teahouse.

Uncle Wong feels that the government's overall policy is
far too lenient, and because of that, people are reluctant
to work or to make a living on their own, especially
young people. His advice for young people is that they
should commit to their choice of work to win the trust of
other people, and not to participate in aggressive actions
that might upset the -lives of other folks in the
community.



T THHEME Stories of interviewees

EakE (7T9RBERE)
Madam Wan
(Age: 79 years old living on her own)
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Madam Wan was born in Jieyang City, Guangdong
Province, and has nine siblings. She came to know her
husband, Mr. Yeung, through her elder brother and Mr.

Yeung’s sister. Her husband is a Hong Kong resident but
returned to his homeland in China at the age of 15 and

made his living as a farmer before he decided to head for
Hong Kong with his family in 1985. Upon return, the
family settled in a room in a sub-divided flat in Sham
Shui Po, and the whole family including the teenage
children have to work hard to make ends meet. Madam
Wan soon realised that they have to find themselves a
permanent home in order to improve their living
conditions. As the family was not qualified to apply for
public housing, she asked all members of the family to
contribute part of their income as savings for purchasing
a flat. They eventually settled in their dream home at
Luk Yeung Sun Chuen shortly and have lived there since.

Madam Wan described herself as a blessed, honest,

~ down-to-earth and open-minded person. At home, she is

the "master of the house". She is well-respected by her
husband and children. Although Mr. Yeung has passed
away for ten years now and her children made homes
elsewhere, Madam Wan remains a happy soul while
living alone. She will go to the park for morning
exercises or for a walk every day, chatting with friends,
and offering a hand in looking after her grandchildren.
She only wishes that she remains healthy and can take
care of herself properly. She is also willing to assist in
voluntary work. This is also her motto when it comes to
raising her children.

As for the status quo of Hong Kong, Madam Wan thinks
it is good. She is happy and healthy today, thanks to the
effective administration of the government. She
personally believes that ‘one cannot have a needle with
two pointed heads’. She suggested that young people
might expect a decent life if they work hard, make an
effort to save money and face the reality when problems
surface.
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Madam So Wai Yan (Age: 60)
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Madam So is the owner of the flower shop on the second
floor of the Tsuen Fung Shopping Centre in Tsuen Wan
selling plants planted with water only. Madam So was
born in the Mainland and moved to Macau at an early
age. She met a record store owner there and with his
unconditional support, she settled in Hong Kong and
assisted him in managing his record store business. They
eventually got married and raised a family. Life was fine
until their business declined and the husband was buried
in debts. To survive the adversity and raise her children,
Madam So worked hard round the clock as a CD-ROM
operator for 20 years. She is proud to see that her
children now grow into decent persons.

Madam So retired from work at the age of 48 and the
thought of planting plants with water and not soil
prompted her to open a flower shop promoting the ‘plant
with water only’ concept. Her innovative idea also won
her the ‘entrepreneur start-up award’. Together with her
son, Madam So runs the flower shop business without
financial backings from parties for over ten years. She
suggested that one must have a keen interest and a
passion in what one’s do in order to sustain the business.
Perseverance is also a key factor in making a business
last.

Regarding the current status of Hong Kong, Madam So
personally thinks that Hong Kong is blessed with good
fortunes all along and will get better in the future. The
Government is also doing a good job such as taking good
care of the welfare of the elderly. Local folks should
cherish what Hong Kong offers now, and refrain from
promoting  self-determination and independence
advocated by young people who do so mainly under the
influence of foreign parties.
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Mr. Hung’s hometown was a rural village in the
mountains of Huizhou, adjacent to a guerrilla unit base
in wartime. When he was young, he was impressed by
the spirit of the guerrillas and pledged patriotism to his
country. When the war ended, his family did not want

~and accommodating” when providing
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FLEiS (835%)
Mr. Hung Yong Hai (Age: 83)

him to join the army and therefore sent him to Hong
Kong with his uncle. He often cried when he first arrived
in Hong Kong, and job opportunities were scarce. His
first worked as a tailor and later became an apprentice at
a barber shop earning only $4 per month. Having gained
the: mnecessary experiencer and skill during his
apprenticeship, he eventually rose to the rank of a
hairdresser in 1953. Later, he partnered with his best
friend and ran a hair salon on their own. At that time, it
only cost $3 for hair styling for men.

As the boss of his own business, Mr. Hung realised that
those in the service industry should always be “diligent
services to
customers. Therefore, he never argues with customers
and continued to perfect his skill in order to remain
competitive in the industry.

Mr. Hung retired his hairdressing business after 17 years
and subsequently joined the ranks of civil servants. He is
now in full retirement but he remains active as a
volunteer cutting hair for others and training young
people aspiring to become professional hairdresser. Such
experiences make him feel that he can still contribute as
an elderly. In his spare time, he also likes to sing, dance,
playing football and taking part in dramas.

On the day of the interview, Mr. Hung dressed up neatly
and talked gently. In sharing his story, he sets an example
to others that people will eventually get what they
deserve or expect if they work hard with determination.
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Mr. Ho Fat Dai (Age: 83)
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Uncle Fat (as friends and neighbours often address him )
moved to Hong Kong from his homeland in Huizhou in
1962 hoping to make a more decent living. Work was
tough at the time and the pay is low. Life improved only
after he became a fireman. Uncle Fat described the work
of a fireman as tough and dangerous because in the 60’s
and 70’s, the abundance of squatter houses and factories
caught in fire hazards resulted in immense demand for
fire-fighters’ services. Although his job was demanding,
Uncle Fat was inspired to help other people whenever he
could and this has been his motto for life. Borrowing
from his own experience, Uncle Fat has a piece of advice
for young people that they would eventually be reward-
ed if they remain hard-working, courteous, willing to

" help others, and prepared to take on jobs regardless of

their pay or rankings.

As a fire-fighter for 33 years, Uncle Fat recalled many
memorable incidents such as in 1964 when Typhoon
Wanda hit Hong Kong, he and fellow firemen had to
brave through waters of 4 metres high to save folks
caught in demolished houses in Tai Wai, Shatin. The
tasks ended the next afternoon and the fire team was
exhausted. Another incident occurred in 1966 when a
Category 3 fire broke out at the Nan Fung Textile Factory.
Fortunately, he escaped the accident where a sudden
blast on site inflicted serious injury on several firemen.

Having retired from service, Uncle Fat remains an active
member of the Fire Services Retirement Committee and
provides voluntary services to fellow retirees. He is also
actively involved in the owners corporation business,
and organises leisure activities. Indeed, he lives a colour-
ful life still!
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Mr. Lee (Age: 76)
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Born in 1943, Mr. Lee is a native of Huangbeiling, Shen-
zhen. Huangbeiling was located near the Lo Wu Old
Street where folks from Hong Kong frequented for food
and drinks. It used to be the home of him and his fellow
villagers, but now the old town is gone.

1962 was a year of turmoil and food was scarce. To flee
the war, Mr. Lee left for Hong Kong alone and has
worked on construction sites, plastic flower factories and
restaurants before retirement.

Recalling the days when he worked on the Kai Tak
Airport construction project in the 70’s, Mr. Lee said he
only earned $3.5 per day. A lunch would cost 20 to 30
cents and two pineapple buns would cost 5 cents. He

" said that in those days, everyone rented a bunk for

accommodation in a shared room that often housed a
dozen people. One could hardly get even a bunk without
knowing someone. It is difficult to imagine today that in
those years, more than a dozen people had to line up for
using the toilets and getting a good bath every day.

Mr. Lee’s last job before retirement was at the Regal
Restaurant in Mongkok. He had been a staff for more
than 30 years there, but the restaurant is no longer in
business now.

Mr. Lee and his wife live in Tin Shui Wai. Occasionally,
his two daughters living in Tai Po will visit them.
Although his hometown has been demolished, Mr. Lee
and some folks from the same village built new houses in
Buji, Shenzhen, which has now become a gathering
place for them to reminisce about the past.

This is the true story of an indigenous inhabitant from
Shenzhen.
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EWE (925%)
Madam Yung (Age: 92)

Untie Yong is how Madam Yung’s friends addressed her.
She was born in 1927 and is 92 years old now. She was
born in Baoan, Shenzhen. During the Sino-Japanese war,
her mother remarried and Untie Yong was sold as a
child-bride. As there was insufficient food to feed the
family during the war, she fled to Hong Kong with her
son leaving her elder daughter behind.

After she landed in Hong Kong from Baoan, she remar-
ried and gave birth to her youngest son. Unfortunately,
her 2nd husband was an alcoholic, did not support the
family and often abused her and her eldest son. Untie
Yong was forced to take up three jobs at the same time in
order to support her family. Having been in Hong Kong
for more than 60 years, when she reached the age of 72,
Untie Yong finally ended her long and tiring career as a
worker of a cloth factory in Tuen Mun and retired for good.

Untie Yong-originally lived with her youngest son in Tin
Oi Estate, Tin Shui Wai. However, she was forced to
move out as she and her daughter-in-law were often
caught in disputes living under one roof. With the help of
District Council members, doctors and social workers,
she settled in her own flat in Tin Wah Estate in just three
months. She now lives a simple and contented life and
joins her friends for morning exercises in Tin Shui Estate
every day.

As the interview with Untie Yong came to an end, her
eyes were filled with tears recounting her life story.
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Granny Dai (Age: 92)
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Granny Dai was born in 1927. She is now 92 years old
and is still fit enough to wander around on her own!

In sharing her life story, granny Dai informed that she
came to Hong Kong by chance. She said she was original-
ly from Zhongshan and when she was young, folks were
free to travel between cities in Guangdong, Hong Kong
and Macao. She visited Guangzhou at 9 years old when
Japan and China were at war, and Guangzhou was the

*target city for attack by the Japanese army. Fearing that

Guangzhou might fall into the hands of the enemy,
granny Dai took the train to Hong Kong immediately to
join her sister.

The war officially ended when granny Dai was 15. To
feed herself, she married a farmer from a village in Kam
Tin, Yuen Long through arranged marriage. As farmers
hardly made a decent income at that time, she was
forced to work in the city in order to make a living.

Throughout her life, granny Dai gave birth to 11 children
and eventually 7 of them, namely 3 boys and 4 girls,
grew up healthy and sound. Granny Dai is now 92 years
old and lives alone in Tin Wah Estate in Tin Shui Wai.
Her children visit her from time to time to keep her

company.
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Fanny (Age: 60)
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Fanny is an active volunteer and loves to talk. She does
not look like she is-60 at all! She is a Hakka native born
in Hong Kong. She worked in the garment manufactur-
ing business when she was young, and she also assisted
her husband in running his China-Hong Kong trade at
the same time.

Fanny’s most memorable moment is the birth of her
girl-triplets when she was already the mother of two
young daughters. It was an early delivery for the triplets,
and it was an amazing experience for Fanny.

Although looking after 5. daughters was demanding,
Fanny still managed to help her husband with his
business and travelled between Mainland China and
Hong Kong frequently. In order to take care of their
daughters, they sent their children to school in Mainland
China. All of them did well with their studies, especially

‘the triplets.. One of the triplets graduated from the Sun

Yat-sen University with a Master’s Degree, another one
now works at the Lands Department of the HKSARG; and
the third one landed a job at a renowned surveying firm

“-in Hong Kong. Fanny is very proud of her daughters’

achievements.

Fanny was under immense pressure juggling between
raising five daughters at the same time with issues
concerning youth development, academic studies and
employment options. She pointed out that, back then,

‘parents in Hong Kong had no confidence in the local

education system, and because of that many parents
have sent their children to study abroad at a young age.
When the young graduates return to Hong Kong, they
faced great pressure in securing a job as their academic
qualifications do not necessarily match the needs of jobs

- available in the local job market.

'She hopes that the government can facilitate the mutual

recognition of academic qualifications between Main-

“+land. China and Hong Kong, and create more jobs in

non-service industries to provide more job opportunities

- for young people.
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WiRE (775%)
Madam Ho (Age: 77)

Madam Ho is an indigenous inhabitant of Leung Tin
Village and her family was in farming business. She took
up-her first job as a cement worker at the Castle Peak
Hospital at the age of 14 earning only $3 per day. When
she got married, she became a -farmer and took care of
her children and all household chores at the same time.
As her husband is not an indigenous inhabitant of Leung
Tin Village, they did not own any land in the village nor
could ‘they build a house there. Settling in a purchased
property was their only choice then.

When Madam Ho was in her 30s, she found a job as a
gardener with the government and she remained in the
pensionable job until retirement at 60: Now, he enjoys a
stable life and lives with her son and daughter-in-law.
She has two other sons, one of whom is running a restau-
rant in France and the other works in the computer
industry in Macau. She hopes that Hong Kong will
become better and that she will continue to enjoy good

health.
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Mr. Lee (Age: 89 Deceased)
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Elderlies attending the interview.at Leung Tin Village
were very active in sharing their stories, but Mr. Lee
remained quiet throughout. One could hardly tell if he
was listening to the stories of his peers or rather he was
thinking of something else. It was only until his turn that
he moved to the front seat.

Interviewing Mr. Lee was not an easy task as he rarely
uttered a word or volunteered information. He only
mentioned that he was born in Hong Kong and he had to

~ fled the war at the age of 12. Later, he worked at the

fields farming vegetables to support his family and four
children. As he has difficulty in walking, he normally
attends gatherings with fellow villagers at the Village
Office but still he does not talk much.

When leaving the village after the interview concluded,

‘Mr.-Lee was found sitting idly outside his home. People

could feel that he was lonely and his subsequent death
was saddening too. Hope he lives a happier life in
heaven.
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Madam Yao (Age: 80)
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Madam Yao is a native of Leung Tin Village born of a
poor family. She married at the young age of 18 and had
to work hard every day on the agricultural fields and the
pig farm while taking care of her six children and
husband at the same time. Life was very tough for her
then. She recalled that once she almost lost one of her
boys when someone took her boy as theirs. Fortunately,
she managed to find her boy at last.

Now that her children have grown up and take good care
of her, her life greatly improved. She is happy to stay at
Leung Tin Village where housing facilities and sanitary

. conditions are much better than the old days. Watching

television is one of her best hobbies at leisure and she is
a'big fan of the Korean soap dramas.

She looks forward to seeing further improvements on the
overall development of the Leung Tin Village. She also
thinks Hong Kong stands good as it is now but the future
seems unpredictable.
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Madam Wong (Age: 91)
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At Leung Tin Village, people often see a skinny old lady
collecting rubbish or pulling a trolley of newspapers or
cartoon papers in between the houses. Her name is
Wong Dai, an indigenous inhabitant of Leung Tin Village
who lives with 3 of her children there.

Madam Wong is a Hakkahnese. When she was a young
girl, she was sold to a family as a child bride and later
married the son of the family when she reached adult-
hood. She gave birth to four children but regrettably one
died at an early age.

Throughout her life, Madam Wong took up different jobs
including digging up and laying turf. Although she is an
old woman with wrinkles all over her face, she still walks
tall, Her son has asked her to quit collecting rubbish, but
she insisted on making it a daily routine. She also enjoys
tea and dim sum on a daily basis, and steamed vermicelli

‘roll, siu mai, congee and sweet Malay cake are her favou-

rites.
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=iz (87m%)
Granny Huang (Age: 87)

As the eldest daughter in the family, granny Huang’s
childhood was tough. Apart from taking care of her
eight siblings, she has to get water and cook for the farm-
ers. She hardly had time to rest for running these heavy
chores. At the age of 20, she got married and later gave
birth to four children. Now, the family is boosted with
four generations.

Granny Huang recalled that in the old days, overall
facilities in the village was scarce and there were no
doctors. Her children were blessed to have grown up
healthy and sound. She is also happy to note that young
people today are courteous and helpful such as giving
their seats to the elderly while travelling on public
vehicles.

She hopes that in the future, Leung Tin Village will
become a cleaner and more environmentally friendly
place to live in. She also hopes that young people will
stay put and contribute to the betterment of Hong Kong.
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Madam Law (Age: 90)
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Madam Law’s hair may be all grey, but she remains ener-
getic and one could hardly tell she is already 90 years
old. Like other village women, she married at the young
age of 18 and left her home in a traditional sedan. After
marriage, the husband and wife shared workload in
running the family business. She was mainly responsible
for hiring people to work in farmland and was at the

fields at 3am every day, whether it was a rainy or sunny

day, to monitor how the workers were doing.

She had ten children after marrying her husband. She
recalled that in the old days, she had to feed her children
using plastic bags in the absence of milk bottles. Madam
Law retired from the farming business at the age of 60,
and operated a stall, selling vegetables, afterwards.
Looking back, she. found her life very contented. If
needed, she is willing to contribute to the well-being of
fellow folks at the Leung Tin Village. Hurray to Madam
Law for having a heart for her people!
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FEIER (708)
Mr. Law (Age: 70)

During the interview, Mr. Law did not shared much infor-
mation about himself except that he is the brother of
Granny Law Yi Mei and that he exercises for 3 hours per
day to keep himself fit. However, one could feel his
loyalty as an indigenous villager and he cares about the
welfare of the village.

Mr. Law is reminiscent of the old days when neighbours
often have the doors of their houses wide opened, and
befriended each other. The bondage between neigh-
bours were prompted by the elder generation who have
set good examples illustrating that it was important to
maintain good neighbourhood relations. As time chang-

. es, such good tradition faded especially when the young

people leave home for work in the city. - Nowadays,
neighbours opt for closing their doors and mind their
own businesses.

Mr. Law also pointed out that population in the village is
aging. While welfare programme for the elderly offered
by the government is generally sufficient, medical
services could be improved. He hopes that there will be
free medical consultation services at the village for a few
hours in a week to attend to the need of the elderly. He
also hopes that the problem of having excess foreign cars
blocking the roads in the village could be addressed so
that ambulances could access the village when urgent or
special needs arise.
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BNZE (925%)
Mr. Fung (Age: 92)

Mr. Fung came from a poor family. His father had two
wives and raised 18 children including Mr. Fung. At that
time, the whole family relied on limited food stamps to
feed themselves every month. The most unforgettable
experience in his early age was that he did not live a
proper childhood nor did he have an opportunity to
study at school. At 11 years old, he fled the war for Hong
Kong on his own, and eventually landed on a job at the
Yau Ma Tei Ferry Company that offered excellent
employee benefits including leave period.

He worked very hard at the ferry company and grasped
any learning and work opportunities. He also did not
mind taking up extra workload and would stay .at his
post even if he was sick. He was promoted to the post of
Inspector despite his poor academic background. Later,
he was promoted to a higher position taking charge of a
fleet of 60 ferries after his boss witnessed him fixing
the gangplank of a ferry amidst tropical typhoon
signal No. 8.

Regarding the plight of young people, particularly those
born in the 80’s and 90’s, Mr. Fung opined that they were
educated under the British system and had limited
knowledge of China. To some extent, they often misun-
derstood facts about China under the influence of
foreign parties. He quoted the old saying: “Upholding
good morality, pursuing self-improvement” and “Go for
the good, change for the better” respectively as pieces of
advice for young people. In his view, young people
should be able to draw a line between the wrong and the
right, and not to act under the influence of any foreign
parties affecting Hong Kong’s continuous prosperity and
stability.
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Madam Tang (Age:64)
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Madam Tang is better known as ‘Beauty’ amongst folks in
Tuen Mun, not just because of her looks but also because
she has a heart of gold as a volunteer.

Beauty is a native of a village in Yuen Long. Her father
ran farms and factories whereas her mother accumulated
wealth by investing in land and fish ponds. Thus, Beauty
enjoyed an affluent life all along. She got married at the
age of 22 and became a full time housewife since. When
she has time, she frequented public playgrounds and
pubs to chat with the youngsters there hoping to better
understand their thoughts so that she might borrow their
examples in teaching her own children. She also partici-
pated in cadet leadership training programmes and later
community services asa volunteer.

Beauty loves singing and performing on stage. In 2011,
she staged her first concert with the patronage of a friend

. who also encouraged her to engage in voluntary services

for elderly in Yau Oi Estate. In 2012, she was introduced
to Mr. Junius Ho who was then running for a seat in the
NT West constituency at the LegCo election. She agreed
to assist him in his election campaign and eventually
became a member of his volunteers group after he won
the election. She has never thought of engaging in politi-
cal affairs, but the experience has broadened her
horizons and enabled her to better manage her tempera-
ment as well as to become more accommodative.

Through her community work in Tuen Mun, Beauty
realised that personal relationship meant a lot more than
material gifts for the elderly. Caring by young people is
much needed by the elderly, but the latter often fail to
understand the thoughts of the young generation thus
rendéring their relationship distant. Beauty suggests that

. the elderly should take the initiative in communicating

with the young ones to facilitate a closer relationship

. between them.
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Mr. Ho (Age: 49)

Mr. Ho has been living in Melody Garden for over 30
years. Because of his health condition, he needs medical

‘treatment on a regular basis and was also entitled to free

medical benefits before. However, the free medical treat-
ment scheme applicable in his case has been cancelled
since 1997. He is now only entitled to Old Age Allowance

« which is hardly sufficient for him to settle his medical

bill. He suggested that the government should be more
flexible in administrating the medical benefit scheme to
ensure qualified persons could enjoy the benefits.
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Madam Chou (Age: 68)

Madam Chou is Indonesian Chinese. At the age of 11,
she was forced to move to Mainland China due to the
anti-Chinese policy adopted by the Indonesian
government. She and her family settled in Mei Zhou,
Guangdong as farmers, and she was the only child who
could attend school at that time. She got married at the
age of 23 and later resettled in Hong Kong with her
husband.

" Throughout her life, the most memorable experience she

had was the sudden death of her late husband in 1991.
She did not take in any food for 4 or 5 days while in deep
mourning for the loss of her dear husband. Madam Chou
now has her daughter as company and life is good. She
is also happy that she could swim every day, namely at
the swimming pool in mornings and playing mahjong in
the afternoon. She truly believes that Hong Kong is set
for a bright future.



.
HPIER STEHEME Stories of interviewees

J‘“"'o €

MINEF (818%)
Madam Lam (Age: 81)
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Madam Lam was married to a Singaporean Chinese at
the age of 19 as arranged by her father. However, life
was not easy in Singapore as she not only had to deal
with all household chores, she was also abused by senior
members of the family. In 1973, her husband set off for
Hong Kong with their eldest son, and she later she joined
them there. When they first settled in Hong Kong, they
lived in a squatter house on the hilltop in Tsuen Wan.
Her husband first worked as a carpenter and later a
worker at an ivory factory. During those years, Madam
Lam lived on a very tight budget and eventually man-
aged to acquire an ivory factory paying $5000 out of her
savings. The business ran well and the family finally
bought a new home for good.

Looking back, Madam Lam recalled the difficult times
when cash was short in running the factory as some
clients failed to settle the bills. Nevertheless, they
survived. the hardship and continued with the business
until the ivory trade faded. After closing the factory, the
couple ran an opticals shop.

Madam Lam is a typical traditional Chinese woman who
loves and respects her husband wholeheartedly. When
her husband passed away, she devoted her time and
effort to look after the children. Now, she lives a happy
life with 9 children and 19 grandchildren keeping her
company.
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REMW (625%)
Madam Leung (Age: 62)

Madam Leung looks healthy and vigorous. However, she
was forced to retire at the age of 30 due to overwork,
and remained a dedicated housewife since. Her husband
is a Chiu Chow native and it is a tradition that folks from

- his clan always prefer to have boys than girls as children.

While Madam Leung gave birth to three daughters, the
family still enjoys a harmonious life together.

Regarding Hong Kong’s current situation, she feels that
young people needs to be further educated on the impor-
tance of discharging their responsibility properly and

_ refraining from engaging in anti-government acts in

order to ensure Hong Kong’s continuous stability and
prosperity. She also thinks that young people in Hong
Kong are offered ample opportunities to pursue what
they are after, and their dreams will come true with these
opportunities in their grasp.
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Madam Tsang (Age: 68)
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Madam Tsang is a very active lady and a Tai Chi master.
She first participated in Qi Gong and line dance classes,
and later developed a keen interest in Tai Chi classes.
Her passion for Tai Chi made her a Tai Chi instructor, and
she taught classes for residents of the Melody Garden
and those organised by the Leisure & Cultural Services
Department. As a Tai-Chi instructor, her most memorable
teaching experience was conducting a mass Tai Chi
practice session for all members of local maritime
services trade during the period when SARS hit Hong
Kong.

At present, she is teaching Tai Chi on freelance basis
hoping to promote the sport as a means to sustain good
health, physically and mentally.
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Madam Yeung (Age: 75)
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Madam Yeung became a widow at the age of 40. She
raised 3 children by herself and she now has 2 grandsons
and a granddaughter and they live fair and well. Since
the age of 40, she has been working as a volunteer, she
thinks that this is not only the best way to spend her
spare free time but can also help those in need which she
enjoys the most.

Since 1997, Madam Yeung thinks that Hong Kong is

" peaceful overall. However, teenagers and youngsters are

becoming more arrogant, lack determination and this
leads to them getting lost in society. She also thinks that
Hong Kong is a very important part of China and it
should not be separated. In addition, she also thinks that
the main reasons in which the teenagers and the
youngsters are opposing the government is due to the
government itself. The problems lie within the education
system, the Bills proposed and police force employed by
the government. She strongly suggests that the
government should face the housing issues and the
problems of the aging population.
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Mr. Lu (Age: 90)
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Mr. Lu’s hometown is Shunde, China. In 1939, he fled
home because of the Japanese invasion. He first settled
in Guiyang and attended high school there. Later he
headed for the Huangpu Military School and the journey
took him 49 hours on foot. This was one of the memora-
ble moments of his life. Mr. Lu believed that one must
help build the country before one could build a home,
and hence, he chose to join the military school.

~ When the war ended, Mr. Lu and his family landed in

Hong Kong and he secured a job at the Police’s Forensic
Department and worked there until retirement. During
his tenure with the Police, he joined the basketball team
of the Police Sport’s Club and participated in overseas
tournaments representing Hong Kong. In 1997, the Hong
Kong Basketball Association appointed him as an Honor-
ary Referee.

Mr. Lu thinks that local policemen have a tougher job
now than before as nowadays they often have to face
confrontations from the mass, including young people.
In his opinion, young people in Hong Kong are spoilt and
often act impulsively, ignoring law and order and push-
ing beyond the acceptable limits of the freedom of
expression. He suggested that young people should think
twice before they act and bear in mind that there is a
limit to freedom of expression. He also considered that
Hong Kong does not have the necessary resources to
become an independent state and any attempt to advo-
cate for the independence of Hong Kong is not possible.
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HitEE (708%)
Mr. Tse (Age: 70)

Mr. Tse moved from Chai Wan, Hong Kong Island to
Melody Garden for 25 years now. As the first batch of
residents of the premise, he loves living in the block,
which in his opinion, is well developed, and the residents
are kind. However, the population in the block is aging
and the sense of belonging amongst the young people is

_ lower nowadays.

At his earlier years, Mr. Tse worked as a lorry, taxi and
private car driver. When he moved to Melody Garden, he
ran a newspaper stand with his wife to support the
family, and he also took up a part time job as a security
guard. Now that his four children have grown up and
each does well in their own respective careers, him and
his wife could have retired. However, Mr. Tse still attend
to his newspaper stand business every day to kill time. At
leisure, he enjoys listening to songs performed by the
renowned Cantonese opera artist Mak Bing-wing.






